Easter 2.     19th April 2020 Acts 2.14a, 22-32; 1 Peter 1.3-9; John 20.19-31

We are living in strange times at the present. Parallels can be drawn with the Second World War, the Great Plague in the 17th Century and the great crash of the world economy in the 1920s. Difficult times. The first of these is probably the most positive in that it has brought out the best in so many people as it did during the war. When the chips are down, people can unite to help each other through hardships. We can beat this thing together, with people volunteering to fetch and carry supplies and medicines and helping each other.  Neighbours are helping vulnerable neighbours and there is a generally more cohesive feel to society as we all try to reach out to each other yet stay apart for safety’s sake. 
Again, when I read the Gospel for this Sunday, there seem to be a number of parallels with the situation in which we find ourselves now. We are in lockdown; we mustn’t leave our homes except for one or two very specific reasons. There is a lot of fear for many, especially the very vulnerable. Uncertainty about the future is great. We read of the disciples being locked into the house for fear of the Jews. Jesus had been taken from them and cruelly mocked, beaten and then crucified on trumped up charges. They are known by many as his followers. So they are in lockdown. They feared being identified as his followers to the authorities and suffering the same fate as their Lord. They daren't go out in public. They are also all in doubt and uncertainty, not least Thomas who is not present at Jesus’s first appearance. Jesus had spoken to them about rising again on the third day, but can they really believe that? Can they believe what Mary has told them? Can we believe everything we hear in the news? We hear the leader of a certain nation calling everything ‘fake news’ except that which supports his personal take on things. 
When Jesus appears the disciples do believe, all except Thomas who is not there,  who says he won’t believe until he can touch Jesus’s wounds. A week later Jesus appears again, and Thomas does believe, without touching him even though Jesus invites him to do so. He simply sees Jesus and says, “My Lord, my God.” The truth is that Jesus is risen; He has conquered death. He says to Thomas and the others, “ Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen yet have come to believe.” That includes you and me. He gives us His life-giving Spirit as he gave it to the disciples. It is our faith that brings us through difficult times like this. He carried them through difficult times, and he carries us now in these times of danger and uncertainty if we follow Him in faith.
With that faith we can look forward to the future, to a return to normal life, to a better way of life hopefully. We have a chance to see what really matters in life, where our values should really lie. We all must be careful to follow the restrictions and recommendations put out, not only for our own health but that of those around us. Social distancing and isolation is so alien to us as Christians, where our gospel is of inclusion and love, but we need to do it. May the power of the risen Lord bring us through these difficult times in faith and hope to a renewed life and a better world. Stay safe and keep well in God’s loving care.  Phil Baker.
